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  Mr. Speaker, as chair of the U.S.-Vietnam Caucus, dedicated to strengthening   the bilateral
relationship between the United States and Vietnam, I strongly   support efforts to help Vietnam
improve its human rights record and I support   this resolution. Nothing would do more for this
important relationship that   continued steps by Vietnam towards respect for free speech,
human rights,   religious freedom and democratization. I have raised this issue at the highest  
levels of Vietnam's government and continue to do so at every opportunity.   

  

  However, given that Vietnam has made significant progress over the last   decade, I wish that
we could have passed the version as introduced, which   focuses on the steps Vietnam needs
to take, rather than this Committee-passed   version which now includes unhelpful language
about placing certain sanctions   and restrictions on the U.S.-Vietnam relationship. I continue to
believe that   the path of engagement and honest dialogue will be a more fruitful avenue for   the
advancement of human rights and democracy in Vietnam.   
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