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Mr. Speaker, | appreciate the gentleman's courtesy in permitting me to speak on this bill.

| am honored to follow my friends Mr. Shaw and Mr. Kolbe, who have invested in making this
work, and it is an example of how trade policy can, in fact, be bipartisan. This is one of those
examples.

For those of us who entered political life during the Vietnam War era, the passage of normal
trade relations and the final step towards normalization of relations with Vietnam is nothing
short of astonishing. | was honored to accompany President Clinton on his historic visit to
Vietnam in 2000 and to watch the spontaneous outpouring of, interest and it appeared even
affection, for the American President and for America at that point. This agreement cements
this important political relationship with a key Southeast Asia partner and demonstrates a
roadmap for other former enemy countries to repair relations and proceed together along a
mutually beneficial path.

It contributes to the continued process of reform in Vietnam, strengthening the rule of law,
promoting transparency in government, and decreasing that government's role in the
Vietnamese economy.

It is also good economic policy for both the United States and Vietnam, strengthens the
international trading system in the wake of the collapse of the Doha Round. U.S. exports to
Vietnam have increased over 150 percent since that historic visit with President Clinton to over
$1.2 billion last year, and Vietnam continues to be the second fastest economic growth engine
in the world.

Vietnam has agreed to open their markets to U.S. manufactured goods, services, and
agricultural commodities, including things we care about in Oregon like beef, apples and
pears.

Imports from Vietnam are also important in supporting many jobs in the Northwest, as my
friend from Puget Sound mentioned. Companies, | would say, like Nike and Intel have the
same sort of interests, and it will also provide advantages for American consumers. Access to
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U.S. markets can also play an important role in Vietnam's fight against poverty as it seeks to
emulate the progress of the other " Asian tigers," which have lifted hundreds of millions of
people out of poverty and sickness in East Asia.

However, | would offer two points of caution. | am concerned that the administration has
agreed to self-initiate antidumping investigations against the Vietnamese textile industry, which
employs 2 million people and is Vietnam's second largest export earner. By creating an
uncertain atmosphere for U.S. business in Vietnam, | am concerned, and | hope that this
concern is not proven to be founded, that the agreement between the administration and the
Senators from North Carolina will deter U.S. companies from operating in Vietnam and harm
companies that depend on imports from that country, limiting the benefits of this agreement
both for the United States and the Vietnamese people, as well as setting, shall we say, a
dubious precedent for future trade policy.

| do encourage the administration to work closely with the United States stakeholders and
attempt to find a mutually acceptable conclusion to this issue that is fair to the parties involved
and does not set a dangerous precedent.

| would also repeat on the floor what | have said to friends and people that | have metin
Vietnam, Vietnamese officials at the highest level in both countries, that the Vietnam record on
religious freedom and human rights continues to be an impediment to a full flowering of the
partnership with the United States. It decreases the legitimacy of the Viethamese Government
in the eyes of their people and people around the world.

A truly close relationship can only be based on shared values and the Vietham Government's
record must improve in the area of human rights and religious freedom. And it is not just about
the relationship between the United States and Vietnam and helping oppressed people in
Vietnam. It is only with this freedom of the economy and religion that they are going to be able
to benefit the full flowering of their economy.

Mr. Speaker, in the end, permanent normal trade relations with Vietnam is a win for both the
United States and Vietnam on all fronts. And | for one enjoyed working with the junior Senator
from Oregon who helped lead the passage in the Senate, demonstrating once again that trade
does not have to be one of these mindless partisan issues. | strongly support this legislation
and urge my colleagues to do as well.
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