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Mr. Chairman, | was heartened by the way Members from both sides of the aisle worked
together to produce an appropriations bill that truly reflects the will of Congress. While initially
deeply flawed, the House was able to work together and pass amendments that restore
funding to essential transportation and housing programs.

| was particularly pleased by the passage of an amendment offered by Representatives LA
TOURETTE
and
OBERSTAR
that restored Amtrak funding to approximately $1.2 billion. Public support of transportation
modes is both necessary and desirable. Our past investments have made our country
stronger and more secure.

| was also happy to see the passage of amendments that restored funding to important
housing programs that aid in community and economic development and provide housing
opportunities for the least well off in our society. | was particularly pleased to see the
restoration of HOPE VI funding. A 2001 HOPE VI revitalization grant is enabling the Housing
Authority of Portland to revitalize Columbia Villa, a dilapidated World War Il era housing
cluster, into a vibrant, mixed use, mixed income neighborhood, improving the livability of the
surrounding region.

| am hopeful that the improvements that were adopted by the House during floor
consideration of the bill will be preserved throughout the appropriations process and will not be
swept under the rug during conference committee.




