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| appreciate the gentlewoman's courtesy. | rise in opposition to the rule and to the bill. | have
many concerns, but one of the most fundamental deals with the treatment of public
broadcasting. public broadcasting, which is America's voice, it is its window on public affairs,
culture, children's programming, and education, enjoyed by 80 million viewers a week and
over 30 million listeners on NPR, and one of the last locally owned media voices in America. |
worked hard over the last couple of weeks to avoid a partisan showdown over this bill, but here
we are. What does it say about America's priorities that we are cutting public broadcasting
over 40% from the current year's spending level to help achieve the overall 1% target
reduction in the bill of over $140 billion, a self-imposed straitjacket by the republican majority?

The committee actually tried at first to eliminate altogether future funding, which has luckily
been beaten back, at least for the time being. But | would urge each of my colleagues to look
at the committee report, at the estimated allocations for public television and radio stations that
are listed in pages 315 to 327 to look at the damage. And ironically, in states that are rural like
mine that have large rural areas, small towns, this damage is understated because the big
cities will always have public broadcasting although it will be hurt under this bill, but small town
America, rural America that don't have the resources to make up for it and are much more
expensive to receive broadcasting, they face elimination and it is outrageous. | am pleased
that my colleague, Mr. Obey, is coming forward with an amendment. | urge all of my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to get real about what America wants and America
needs. This is one thing we ought to come together and fix.
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