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Mr. Speaker, | would like to follow on the heels of my friend, the gentleman from Minnesota
(Mr. Oberstar) and join in celebrating the amazing athletic accomplishments of Lance
Armstrong.

As my colleague mentioned, it is not just one person's struggle against the finest athletes in
the world on bicycles, or the most challenging terrain; it was a signal event in terms of
concentration and endurance to be able to win this an unprecedented sixth time in a row. It
was also one person's struggle in terms of recovering in a battle against cancer to become
perhaps the preeminent athlete in the world.

Finally, the point | would make is that Lance Armstrong helps us put a human face on the
mode of transportation by cycling. It is not just the most efficient mode of urban transportation
ever developed, it is something that is making a difference in the lives and livelihood of people
around the country. Itis a $6 billion industry. Over 33 million Americans rode their bikes last
month, and about half a million get to work every day commuting by bicycle.

Last, but by no means least, at a time when we are deeply concerned about an epidemic of
childhood obesity, cycling is a simple, common-sense way for young people to become
physically fit, while they help protect our environment and learn lifelong health skills.




