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  Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Chairman, I rise in opposition to myriad amendments to the  
Commerce, Justice, State and the judiciary appropriation bill to either   dramatically reduce or
eliminate funding for the Advanced Technology Program   [ATP] at the Department of
Commerce. High technology companies play a key role   in preparing our communities for the
21st century, and the ATP is critical to   those efforts.   

  The ATP program is one of the strongest links in the Government-industry   partnership to
enhance U.S. competitiveness in a global marketplace. The   Government support provided
through the ATP is especially critical for   long-term, high-risk, pre-competitive initiatives where
the initial investment   will not be recovered for several or even decades. Without these
essential   technology programs, U.S. industries will be at a disadvantage to the rest of   the
world. The ATP provides the high technology industry with the ability to   develop breakthrough
technologies by allowing companies to close the gap between   technology development and
commercialization.   

  

  I find it ironic that the $185 million designated for the ATP is being   characterized as corporate
pork, particularly since the House recently voted to   order $5 billion worth of new B-2 bombers
from defense contractors--bombers that   the Air Force, Joint Chiefs of Staff, and Commander in
Chief all argued were   unnecessary. If ordering five billion dollar's worth of unnecessary military
  equipment from defense contractors isn't corporate pork, I don't know what is.   This is
especially true given the fact that defense contractors don't kick any   of their own money into
the construction of a B-2, unlike those companies that   participate in the ATP.   

  

  Mr. Chairman, high technology companies: are the engine of job creation in   the United States
and contribute to the overall well-being of the United States   economy. Nationally, the number
of high tech jobs increased 6 percent from 1993   to 1995. In Oregon alone over 10,000 new
jobs were created from 1990 to 1995;   provide the greatest number of high-paying and
high-skilled jobs to Americans,   Nationally, high technology companies provide over 4 million
jobs and provide an   average wage of about $47,000, well above the national median. In
Oregon high   technology workers were paid an average of $46,319 in 1995, 84 percent more
than   the average wage of all private sector workers in the State; and contribute to   improving
the balance of trade in relation to our major competitors. Nationally,   U.S. exports exceeded
$140 billion--about one-fourth of all U.S. exports, in   1995. In Oregon, high technology
companies account for 46 percent of all State   exports, for a total of $4.3 billion in sales.   

  

  The Federal Government should be doing all it can to improve our Nation's   competitive
outlook, and a strong high technology sector in the economy is   critical to meeting that goal. By
cutting or eliminating the ATP, we would   remove an important tool that high technology
companies use in partnership with   the Federal Government to hasten the speed of
technological progress and bring   new products to the marketplace. It's these type of
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partnerships that drive   economic success in communities across the country.   

  

  I urge my colleagues to oppose any attempts to reduce funds for the Advanced   Technology
Program.   
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