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  Washington, D.C. -This past weekend, the House of Representatives approved   legislation
providing $1 million for habitat restoration along the Sandy River.   Congressman Earl
Blumenauer (D-Ore.) requested congressional support for the   project earlier this year.   

  &quot;I'm pleased that Congress provided funding for this important habitat   conservation
opportunity,&quot; said Blumenauer.   

  

  The funding will be used by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to purchase   land from
willing sellers in the Sandy River Watershed as part of an ongoing   project to restore habitat
and create public open space along the Sandy River.   The BLM is working with the Western
Rivers Conservancy to create an eleven-mile   long preserve along a portion of the river
currently blocked by a Portland   General Electric (PGE) dam. PGE plans to remove the dam,
which will create a   free-flowing river from Mt. Hood to the Columbia River. The public-private
Sandy   River project will restore property along this section of the river for   recreation and
wildlife habitat. Since 1999, $7.75 million has been allocated to   purchase land protecting
almost seven miles of this river frontage.   

  

  The funding was included in the Fiscal Year 2005 Omnibus Appropriations bill,   legislation
funding most federal government programs and agencies for the coming   year. The President
is expected to sign the bill in to law shortly.   
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