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Questions or information to share? Contact livablecommunities@mail.house.gov

  

www.blumenauer.house.gov/livablecommunities

  LCTF Members Meet with HUD Secretary Donovan
  

Before the holidays, members of the Livable Communities Task Force (LCTF) met with Housing
and Urban Development (HUD) Secretary Shaun Donovan and Shelley Poticha, Senior Advisor
for Sustainable Housing and Communities. The meeting was a success, with more than a
dozen House Members and their staff attending to discuss how Congress can be a strong
partner to the administration’s efforts to promote sustainable communities – and vice versa.

  

  

Secretary Donovan Meets with LCTF Members
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Donovan outlined HUD’s role in the administration’s new Partnership for Sustainable
Communities, which also includes the Environmental Protection Agency and the Department of
Transportation.

  

In support of the administration’s efforts, LCTF members decided to endorse the Partnership’s 
six livability principles
. 

    
    -  Provide more transportation  choices   
    -  Promote equitable, affordable  housing   
    -  Enhance economic  competitiveness   
    -  Reinvest in existing  communities   
    -  Coordinate and leverage  federal policies and investment   
    -  Value communities and  neighborhoods   

  

Successful incorporation of these principles into policy making at all levels of government will
greatly enhance the livability of all rural and urban American communities. It will also help
communities across the country proactively address and adapt to the threats of climate change,
preserve natural resources and open space, and contribute to cleaner air and water.

  Sustainable Economic Recovery 
  

Last week, the LCTF encouraged House Leadership to put the livability principles into action.
Members of the Task Force sent a letter to House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, Majority Leader Steny
Hoyer, Majority Whip James Clyburn, and Caucus Chairman John Larson in support of
incorporating livability priorities in any future economic recovery or jobs legislation. During these
tough economic times, Congress can jumpstart the economy by putting Americans to work
while laying the groundwork for sustainable future growth. This means investing in communities
that are economically secure, affordable, environmentally friendly and healthy.

  Newsmakers
  

Late last week the Department of Transportation announced a major change in transportation
policy that will lead to the development of transit projects that not only boost local economies,
but also improve the environment and reduce congestion. In line with President Obama’s
commitment to promoting livable communities, USDOT will drop a Bush-era practice that
emphasized out-dated analyses focused primarily on travel-time savings for suburban
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commuters. This means that transportation projects under the New Starts and Small Starts
Programs will be evaluated for their economic benefits as well as their environmental and
congestion relief benefits. The Wall Street Journal has more on this.

  Legislative Action
  

Rep. Steve Cohen has introduced H.R. 4287, the “Enhancing Livability for All Americans
Act. ” The bill would create an Office of Livability within the
Office of the Secretary at the Dept. of Transportation. In rural and urban areas across the
United States, communities are working to become more physically and socially desirable
places to live, work, and visit.  At the heart of this objective in every community is the
development of an affordable transportation system that enhances mobility, accessibility, safety,
and ease for all users.

  

Because many communities lack the funding, time, and technical expertise to transform their
existing transportation system into a world-class, livable transportation network, an Office of
Livability would help assist urban and rural communities throughout the country.

  

Rep. Allyson Schwartz has introduced H.Res. 975 to recognize the need for a national
program to provide an effective and economically sustainable solution to the problem of limited
access to healthy foods in underserved communities. The National Fresh Food Financing
Initiative (NFFFI) will support efforts of the private sector to open retail outlets, such as grocery
stores and supermarkets, which would provide Americans with healthier food options. The
initiative will improve the health of many Americans and stimulate local economic development.

  Upcoming Event
  

February 3rd, from 8:30am-10am in the Congressional Visitors Center: 

  

WNET and the Rockefeller Foundation are hosting an event: Infrastructure,
Transportation and Economic Development – Building a More Efficient, Equitable and
Green America. In attendance will be Congressman Earl Blumenauer, Judith Rodin, President
of the Rockefeller Foundation, & Neal Shapiro, President and CEO of WNET.org. The event will
feature highlights from the upcoming PBS film “Blueprint America: Beyond the Motor City”
followed by a discussion with the hosts. Let Erin Allweiss in Rep. Blumenauer’s office
(225-4811) know if you would like more information.
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  Interesting News from Across the Nation
  

A new report  by Smart Growth America, done in conjunction with US PIRG and the Center for
Neighborhood Technology, analyzed American Recovery and Reinvestment Act transportation
spending to date. The report shows that transit investments have created
more jobs dollar-for-dollar than highway spending.

  

A new Forest Service report  finds that Oregon’s land use program has protected an estimated
1.2 million acres of forest and agricultural land from development since its inception in 1973,
and these lands sequester carbon. Researchers found that
avoided forest land loss in Oregon has prevented 1.7 million metric tons of CO2
emissions per year . Had the
1.7 million tons of stored carbon been released through development, Oregon’s annual increase
in emissions between 1990 and 2000 would have been three times what it actually was. That’s
more than impressive, and provides an additional incentive to protect our resources and open
spaces.

  

The U.S. automobile fleet shrank by four million vehicles  in 2009.

  Learn More
  

We appreciate your interest in LCTF’s work, and we will keep you informed of happenings both
on and off Capitol Hill. For more information, feel free to visit the LCTF website .

  

Regards,

  

Earl Blumenauer and Members of the Livable Community Task Force
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