@Congress of the Mnited States
Mashington, D 20515

September 17, 2013

Dear Speaker Boehner, Majority Leader Cantor, Minority Leader Pelosi, Minority Whip Hoyer,
Chairman Lucas, and Ranking Member Peterson:

We oppose the de-coupling of the agriculture and nutrition titles in H.R. 2642, the “Farm only”
Federal Agriculture Reform and Risk Management Act, but there is another policy related to the
agricultural provisions that has our support — conservation compliance. Should the House and
Senate conference on a Farm Bill, any final conference agreement should contain conservation
compliance language similar to what is currently in 8. 954, the Agriculture Reform, Food and Jobs
Act of 2013.

As a result of conservation compliance measures Congress enacted in 1985, farmers have adopted
basic land management practices to reduce soil erosion and protect wetlands in exchange for farm
program benefits. As a result of these measures, soil erosion has been reduced by 40 percent on over
140 million acres of farmland. Agricultural productivity has increased, drinking water and important
habitat have been protected, and water quality has improved. Through conservation compliance,
we’ve improved our water quality and drinking water supplies and protected important habitat.
Conservation compliance has contributed to a more sustainable agriculture system and benefited

farmers, consumers and the environment. These successes should be continued.

High land prices, driven by strong demand for our commodities, are boosting farm income and
putting significant pressure on our land and water resources. This makes the current conservation
compliance provisions all the more important. As agricultural policy shifts from a system of direct
payments to a system of crop insurance and risk management, conservation compliance must be

included in all agricultural income support programs, including crop insurance.

The Senate extended conservation compliance to their crop insurance and revenue support
programs, and there is significant support for such provisions in the House. We urge you to include

conservation compliance in any eventual conference report.

Sincerely,
Earl Blumenauer Mike Thompson o -
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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CC: Senator Stabenow, Senator Cochran
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